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RUTH EARLY 


Ruth Early Appointed 


Associate Secretary 


The NSBRO Board of Directors has an- 
nounced the appointment of Ruth Early from 
Hardin, Missouri, as Associate Executive Sec- 
retary effective June 5, 1961. Miss Early re- 
places Ellis J. Shenk who has filled this posi- 
tion since September 15, 1958. Mr. and Mrs. 
Shenk and their daughter, Suzanne, will be mov- 
ing to Italy at the end of June, and then to Sar- 
dinia where Mr. Shenk will be director of the 
Brethren Service Commission project. 

At a farewell dinner on June 15 the Board 
and staff of NSBRO expressed their apprecia- 
tion of Mr. Shenk's services and wished him 
God-speed as he goes to his new duties. 


Donald Heath Sentenced 
to Hard Labor 


In court-martial proceedings at Fort Bel- 
voir, Virginia, on May 25, Donald S. Heath was 
sentenced to three months hard labor, a $50 
per month pay deduction, and reduction in rank 
to aPrivate E-1l. His offense (refusal to wear 
the uniform) was occasioned by successive de- 
nials of his applications for discharge from the 
Army on the ground that because of his con- 
science he was unable to take part in military 
training. The first of these applications was 
submitted in December 1959; the most recent 
application being submittedin September 1960. 
When, early in May, Heath concluded the Army 
was unyielding in its refusal to discharge him, 
he felt that he had no recourse other than to 
refuse further cooperation. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Ruth Early brings to the NSBRO the benefit 
of long experience in denominational and inter- 
denominational work in the field of peace. She 
served for two years in the Brethren Service 
Commission office at Elgin, Illinois; one year 
as Brethren Service representative in the re- 
gional office, McPherson, Kansas; for several 
years as director of the Refugee and Immigra- 
tion Services Program at the Brethren Service 
Center in New Windsor, Maryland; for nine 
months as assistant to John Swomley in a co- 
operative Program for Disarmament at Nyack, 
New York; and most recently in the Friends 
Committee on National Legislation office in 
Washington. 

Miss Early attended Huff Business College 
in Kansas City, Missouri, and the University 
of Missouri at Columbia, Missouri. She plans 
to study part-time at the American University 
in Washington. 
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HEATH, Cont'd. 


Donald Heath, a member of St. Paul's Meth- 
odist Church, San Bernardino, California, was 
inducted into the Army in July 1959, not having 
made any statement to Selective Service re- 
garding a conscientious objector claim. Al- 
though he had thought about the CO position for 
years, for various reasons he was not ready to 
take a position at that time. 

Don contacted NSBRO in October 1959, and 
has conferred constantly with the executive 
secretary until the present. When he submit- 
ted his first application for discharge, after 
evidently going through a prolonged struggle, 
he had come to aclear conviction that he must 
“obey God rather than man" and made his de- 
cision on that basis. 

In Heath's court-martial it was practically 
conceded by the prosecution that there can be 
no doubt as to the bona fides of his position as 
a conscientious objector. The Army chaplain 
testified unequivocally to the effect that Heath 
was sincere in his views and that his views would 
not be changed by the sentence to hard labor. 

As things now stand, the ultimate responsi- 
bility for Heath's predicament in this situation 
rests with the Department of Defense, since 
one of the functions of that Department is to 
establish appropriate uniformity in the policies 
and practices of the three military departments. 
The Navy andthe Air Force have regular pro- 
cedures whereby bone fide conscientious ob- 
jectors may be discharged. An Army direc- 
tive, dated 31 January 1957, was issued from 
the office of the Adjutant General of the Depart- 
ment of the Army on the subject Discharge of 
Conscientious Objectors", which outlined a 
procedure for the orderly discharge of consci- 
entious objectors; but this was rescinded short- 
ly afteritwasissued. The pressingneed is, for 
a revision of Army policy to bring it into line 
with thatof the Navyand the Air Force in han- 
dling such requests, and to secure redress as 
soon as possible for Heath and others who have 
been the victims of the current Army policy. 


Well-Known Absolutist CO 
Murdered 


Corbett Bishop, an absolutist CO during 
World War Il, was killedon the night of May 17 
inhis home in Hamilton, Alabama, by an eight- 
een-year-old youth who said later that he had 
only robbery in mind. The youth woke Bishop 
and asked him to treat a scratched ankle. He 
then shot Bishop in the hip and broke his neck 
with the rifle. A newspaper clipping stated that 
Bishop was 55 years old and a native of Ham- 
ilton. He sold books for a living. When World 
War II started Bishop, believing that all war 
was wrong, joined the ranks of conscientious 
objectors and was known as an absolutist. He 
left civilian public service, was arrested, and 
sentenced to four years imprisonment. Be- 
cause of his conviction and inner leading of the 
spirit, Corbett Bishop consistently chose not 
to cooperate with the ''syjstem which punishes 
people for refusing to kill in war." 


New Organization Formed 
“Appeal For Amnesty, 1961” 


Peace News (published in London) reported 
that a new organization which will work for the 
release of Prisoners of Conscience was set up 
in London with the backing of MPs from all the 
major political parties. Into its central office 
is already pouring a mass of correspondence 
giving information about prisoners and offer- 
ing help in the campaign to secure either re- 
lease or a fair trial. 

"Appeal for Amnesty, 1961" is directed by 
Eric Baker, a British Quaker, formerly sec- 
retary of the National Peace Council and at one 
time joint secretary of the Quaker Centre in 
Delhi. 

The new organization will be pressing for 
the release of the 200 conscientious objectors 
of the Nazarene sect refusing military service 
in Yugoslavia, as wellas many other prisoners 
in various countries. 
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Recent Court Cases 
ROBERT B. MYERS, ATTORNEY-ADVISOR 


Ina five to three decision, the Supreme Court 
on February 20, 1961 sustained the decision of 
the Supreme Court of the State of Washington 
(Opinion 355 p2d 840) which held that Robert 
Boland Brooks would be denied permission to 
take the Bar Examination inthe State of Wash- 
ington because "'the acts of the applicant. . . 
were unjustifiably defiant of the laws of the Unit- 
ed States. '' Mr. Brooks, age 50, is a graduate 
of Columbia University Law School and was ad- 
mitted to the practice of law in New York State 
in 1934. During World War I he claimed con- 
scientious objection, was given the I-O classi- 
fication, but refused I-W work. He was indict- 
ed, convicted, and after an unsuccessful appeal, 
he served twenty-two months of his three-year 
term. In sustaining the Washington State Court, 
the Supreme Court said that "one who had been 
convicted of violation of the Selective Service 
Act in thathe had refusedto report to wartime 
labor or work camp for conscientious objectors 
and who had served twenty-two months of a 
three-year sentence before he was paroled, 
was NOT a man of 'good moral character' and 
would be denied permission to take the Bar Ex- 
amination. '' (IN THE MATTER OF BROOKS, 
81S. Ct. 694 Certiorari denied 2/20/61.) 

2 * * 

The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, in a two to 
one vote, decided on December 24, 1960 to let 
stand the three -year-and-$500-fine sentence of 
the trial court against Carlin Constantine Ve- 
nus. Venus had been indicted and found guilty 
of failing to keep his local board informed of his 
whereabouts. After much litigation, it took the 
jury three days ofdeliberation to return a ver- 
dict of guilty. The dissenting judge, in his 
opinion, pointed out that the loca] board had not 
actually tried to locate himat the time when he 
was alleged to have failed to file a proper ad- 
dress and thatinany event the local board knew 
who his employer was and could have located 
him. Hayden Covington and K. A. Barwick 
were defense counsel. (VENUS v. U.S., 287 
F2d 304, CCAg, decided 12/24/60. ) 

« K mK 

On March 21, 1961 the 7th Circuit Court of 
Appeals unanimously sustained the three-year 
sentence of Wallace Delaney Mohammed, a 
Muslim, who had refused to report for civilian 
work, At the time when the local board was 


attempting to decide what civilian work he 
should be assigned to, he wrote that he was 
"devoting all of his time towork forthe Temple 
of Islam in Chicago. '' When he was called in 
for ahearing before the Board onthe matter of 
selection of civilian work, he brought two wit- 
nesses with him for the purpose of proving that 
he was a student studying for the ministry but 
the local board refused to hear them, and on 
April 1, 1958, while he was under indictment, 
he wrote tothe State Director: "I was and ama 
student for the ministry at the University of 
Islam, andamanassistantministerinour tem- 
ple."' The State Director merely wrote back 
that there was no evidence inhis file to support 
the claim, and did not suggest that he should 
submit additional proof. Also, a Justice De- 
partment resume apparently recited the fact 
that he was in full time religious work or claim- 
ed to be. At no time did Mohammed actually 
askfor a reopening ofhis classificationor seek 
an appeal of the classification, nor did he offer 
any proof except at the hearing mentioned above. 
The Court held that the local board was right 
in refusing to reopen his classification on his 
bare assertion that he was entitled to a minis- 
terial exemption. (MOHAMMED v. U.S., 288 
F2d 236, decided 3/21/61.) 


EIRENE Welcomes German COs 


April 8, 1961 was a historic occasion. On 
this day EIRENE (International Christian Serv - 
ice for Peace) welcomedits first German COs, 
who reported at Mennoniten-Haus in Kaisers- 
lautern for orientation and placement. More 
were to arrive in May and in June. Four of 
these menare Mennonites and four belong to the 
Evangelical (Lutheran) Church. All of them 
asked for exemption from military service on 
Christian grounds. Three are now serving in a 
mental hospital, one in a Mennonite children's 
home, and four in an Evangelical sanatorium. 

EIRENE intends to accept only COs whose 
motivation is Christian. Organized in 1957 
by the Mennonite Central Committee and the 
Brethren Service Commission, it is also spon- 
sored by other groups suchas the German Men- 
nonite Peace Committee and the International 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, and is suppdrted 
by the World Council of Churches and other 
groups. EIRENE plans to beever ready to as- 
sist German conscientious objectors and the 
German government to implement the alter- 
native service program. 





News Briefs 


Although the original special draft call for 
physicians with the Air Force requested 250 for 
induction beginning July 1, 1961, latest word 


from Selective Service is that about 200 physi- 

cians will be drafted. Some of these will be 

assigned to the Navy. 
* 


aS * 

The executive secretary of NSBRO visited 
Don Heath and others in the stockade at Fort 
Belvoir on June 13. This is part of the serv- 
ice which NSBRO extends to conscientious ob- 
jectors inthe armed services who request coun- 
sel or other help. 

* * * 

The Board of Regents of the University of 
California recently decided to exempt students 
from ROTC "'on the same basis provided for 
non-student exemption from military training 
under the Selective Service System. "' 

* * 

The Board of Trustees of Michigan State 
University recently voted to make participation 
in ROTC optional beginning in the fall of 1963. 

* x x 

General Hershey, in speaking to thirty 
churchmen of the Mennonite brotherhood re- 
cently, stated that we have much more tolera- 
tion for conscientious objectorsin the U.S. to- 
day than during World WarlI. He further ex- 
pressed real commendation for the high qual- 
ity of service whichhas beendone and which is 
presently being rendered by young men in I-W 
service. 


“The Early Rain” 


Campbell Long. Brethren Press, Elgin, ILli- 
nois, 1961. $3.00, 246 pages. 

Dedicated to ''the thousands of young men, 
who, when the draft act for the Second World 
War was passed, came to the decision that they 
could, in good conscience, serve their nation 
and their world only by constructive, not de- 
structive, means," this novel brings together 
in easy, interesting reading the historical story 
of some of those men who dared to be different. 
The characters of the narrative are fictitious, 
but the basis for the action is fact, and the or- 
ganizations mentioned are actual organizations. 

The principal character, Jonathan Graham, 
who was aconscientious objector and in prison 
during World War II, sensed hostility on the 
part of many people after his release, as did 
two of his closest friends, Peter Lane and Jud 
McKenzie. The three men were admitted to 
Windover Seminary where they graduated and 
were ordained. Jonathan then workedina com- 
munity with a reputation for being unfriendly 
and inharmonious. Throughhis patient, ingen- 
ious and persevering efforts, he succeeds in 
bringing out the good in many of the people of 
Hawk's Wood, the final fruition of his labors 
awaiting ''the early and the late rain. '' It seems 
to me that the statement made by Harry Durkee 
on the jacket of the book is quite fitting, ''The 
Early Rain is a moving, heart-warming nar- 
rative which touches the basic motivations of 
life and taps the eternal resources available for 
the meeting of life's problems. "' 








THE REPORTER 
For Conscience’ Sake 
401 Third St. N. W., Room 403 
Washington 1, D.C. 


FORWARDING POSTAGE GUARANTEED 








Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 


Permit No. 5540 
Washington, D. C. 

















